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• A simple observation of the physical map of the 
world as well as the globe of the earth reveals the 
following characteristics of the distribution of land 
(continents) and water (oceans). 

Characteristics of the Distribution of Land(Continents) 
and Water (Oceans). 



 



 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

As above, you can see the difference in the area covered by land and water. The 

main reason for this is that accurate measurements about the area of the polar region 

were not available at that time. 

Land 
29% 

Water 
71% 

Scientist Land 

Area 

In % 

Water 

Area 

in % 

Sir John 

Murray 

29.22 70.78 

Kramel 29.2 70.8 

Alfred Wegner 71.7 28.3 

General 29 71 

 

1.The distribution of land and water on earth surface is 

very uneven. 



 
 

 

Arctic Ocean located at the North Pole Antarctica located at the South Pole 

2.Land and sea are almost antipodal on the surface of the earth. 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 
 

Appex 

Base 

3. Almost all the continents, except Antarctic and Australia area triangular in 

shape and apex in the north. Example- Africa, South America. 
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Example -Pacific Ocean and Indian ocean 

4.Most of the oceans are also triangular in shape whose base 

is in the south and apex in the north. 



 
 

1. Madagascar Island located near the 

southern tip of Africa 

 
1. Sri Lanka Island located near the 

southern tip of the Indian subcontinent 

 
2. Tera Del Fuego Island located near the 

southern tip of South America. 

 
3. Tasmania near the southern tip of South 

tip of Australia 

4. Singapore Island located near the 

southern tip of  the Malaya Peninsula. 

5. The Islands are found near the south of the continent 
(as like full stop). 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

6. The Northern Hemisphere has a larger area of land than water, so the Northern 
Hemisphere is called a “land hemisphere”, while the Southern Hemisphere has a larger 
area of water than a land area, so the Southern Hemisphere is called a “water hemisphere. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Northern Hemisphere Southern Hemisphere 

7. In the Northern Hemisphere, the landmass is formed around the Arctic Ocean near the 

North Pole so it is call “geo-bangle”, while in the Southern Hemisphere; it is formed on 

the Antarctic landmass near the South Pole so it is known as “ocean-bangle”. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8. With the exception of Europe and Asia, all the continents of 

the earth are fragmented, whereas the oceans are contiguous. 



 
 

 

9. All continents on Earth have the no same area. Asia is the largest continent. 
Australia is the smallest continent. 

Chart Title 

Erope 
7% 

Austrelia 
6% 

Asia 
30% 

Antarctica 
9% 

South America 
12% 

North America 
16% 

Africa 
20% 



 
 

 
 

Southern ocean 

South China 
2% 

6% Artic 
4% 

 
 
 

 
Indian 
19% 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Atlantic 

24% 

Pacific 
45% 

10.All oceans have the no same area. The Pacific Ocean is the largest and the Atlantic 
Ocean is the half size of the Pacific. The Indian Ocean is smaller than that. 

Sea Area in 
Sq.km 

% 

Pacific 161760000 44.7 

Atlantic 85133000 23.5 

Indian 70560000 19.5 

Southern 
Ocean 

21960000 6.1 

Artic 15558000 4.3 

South China 6963000 1.9 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

11. Earth's water is concentrated around the island of “Tahati Island” in the 
Pacific Ocean. Earth's landmass is concentered around the “Caspian Sea”. 



 

12. North and South America inclined to the east, Africa to the west, and Asia 

and Europe to the north. 



 
 

13. The earth's crust is formed around the core of an old hard rock of plateau. These are 

called “shield regions.” E.g. West Siberia Plateau, Brazil Pleateau, Canada Plateau, 

Deccan Plateau in India and South African Plateau. 



 
 

14. Mount Everest (8848 meters) is the highest peak in the Himalayas on earth. The 

Mariyana Trench (about 11,200 meters) is the deepest trench in the Pacific Ocean. 



 

15. The low water body is observed in between 450 north latitude of the 
earth and 70o north latitude. In contrast, the low land area is observed 
in southern hemisphere in between 450 south latitude and 650south 
latitude. 
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